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illyard, left, headquarters commander of Fort Douglas since 1986, relinquishes the post to Col. Stacy E. Reeves. 


Fort Douglas gets its 26th commander 


MMin Mian aiming tor br oadway 


ise the money, then we'll wait.” 


he delay may. be the other commitments - 


members of thie creative team. 

ts, who is writing the book and will di- 
ig the 30th anniversary revival of “Gyp- 
he wrote in 1959, two years after he 
| for “West Side Story”). 


e, the veteran composer of “Bye Bye 


lause,” whom Suisman first met when 
working on “Annie,” is also writing the 
quel, “Annie 2 (Miss Hannigan’s Re- 
en in March.. . 

' Jr., who wrote the lyrics for “Baby” 
laborator David Shire and is working 
‘he first time, is also translating “Miss 


among the Broadway community. 

The latest step in its development was a reading, with 
Victor Garber (the star of “Lend Me a Tenor”) and Joan- 
na Gleason (a Tony winner for “Into the Woods”) in the 
title roles. With representatives of all three Broadway 
theater owners looking at the musical-in-progress, it was 
“nervous-making,” Suisman says. But, he says, “we seem 
to have pulled it off.” 


The Shubert, Nederlander and Jujamcyn .organiza- 
tions were all interested in giving, the young producers a 


theater, according to Suisman — though the current 


squeeze has left the Shuberts with no first-class musical 
houses. _ ; 

“Nick and Nora” began quite by accident, Suisman 
says. : 


Cafe,” which folded immediately. = * a 


Suisman and Pentecost wanted to put together. their 
own project, but “he was doing other things and I was 
doing other things.” Suisman’s “all-purpose job” on 
“Dreamgirls” allowed him to watch Michael Bennett 
shaping: a new musical. Then, after working for the 
Broadway company of “Little Johnny Jones,’ ” he said. 
“T hung up my assisting hat.” 

So Suisman went off on his own. He produced arid 
directed “‘The Coarse Acting Show” off-Broadway.’ He 
spent a year writing a musical of his own. “It was terti- 
ble,” he said. -! 

All the time, however, he and Pentecost were looking 
for an idea. At last, fate stepped in. “One night we went tc 
see the original ‘Thin Man,’ Suisman said. “About half: 
way through we looked at each other and the light bulk 
went off. We went to dinner, we talked for two or three 
hours afterwards about how modern Nick and Nora are 
about their relationship. It was really the appeal of thei! 
relationship that made us think that they could sing.””. 


iting of “Madame Butterfly” and “Ma- 
mum” by ‘Alain Boublil and Claud 
tg, the “Les Miserables” team. If “Mi 
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He and Pentecost had worked together “on a terrible 
Broadway play, which we try not 


to talk about although 
sman said That wac 
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“Nick and Nora” takes place in 1937.in Hollywood, “it 
and around a movie studio,” Sui : 
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